
 

 

FIRST PRINCIPLE PROJECT MINUTES Nov. 6. 2014 
 
A meeting of the First Principle Project Committee was held at First parish on Nov. 6, 
2014. Present were: Sonia D’Alarcao, Betty Gilson, Susan Holton, David Page and the 
Rev. Rachel Tedesco. The following issues were discussed and decided. 
 
• Betty reported that Susan McCombe from BSU will contact the people on the Read to 

Me, Daddy committee and will arrange a meeting. 
• Susan presented information about several possible things RE might be doing with 

Messiah Baptist. These included an Everyone’s Birthday Party at First Parish, a joint 
Tone Chime Choir for children and youth of both churches,  a springtime picnic, and a 
shared book discussion. Rachel is sending a letter to Rev. Walker and other church 
leaders at Messiah seeking to renew our joint activities. These ideas will be included 
in her letter. 

• We discussed wanting to make coming to First Parish comfortable for Messiah 
parishioners. Except for the one pulpit exchange Sunday when a very large group 
from Messiah attended morning worship and Pot Luck, and one youth activity 
connected with the Food Drive, we have not had much response to our invitations to 
Bridgewater. Is it a transportation problem or some other issues? We need to find out. 

• Sonia and Betty told the group about the two day Targeting Gun Violence and Gun 
Control workshop at BSU. One workshop presented by Rev. Kim Odom and Ruth 
Rollins interested us as a possible joint presentation with Messiah. Both women are 
mothers of youth who were killed by guns in Boston. They are the Field Director and 
Project Director respectively of LIPSTICK (Ladies Involved in Putting a Stop To Inner 
City Killing), a program of Citizens for Safety. They are leading a campaign to train 
and organize women to help stop straw purchases of guns. Koren Cappiello, director 
of Social Services in the Brockton mayor’s office, was also at the workshop and may 
be interested in working on this as a city-wide project. Betty will contact Rev. Margaret 
Howard and others at Messiah to determine their interest. Then Sonia will contact 
Koren as needed. Sonia and Betty spoke with Kim and Ruth and they were very 
interested in doing a free presentation in Brockton about their work. (See reverse.) 

• Sonia also spoke about the Louis D. Brown Peace Curricula used in the Boston 
Schools. Betty will bring this up at the Peace Vigil meeting next week.                                   
http://ldbpeaceinstitute.org/content/peace 

• Susan will contact Raina Terry and her mother for current information about Raina. 
She was the inspiration for our work to have another Bridgewater teacher trained in 
the Open Circle program. 

• Betty mentioned that the FPP will be in charge of the Jan. 11, 2015 worship service. 
Rev. Sprecher suggested that we use this service to inform the congregation about 
our work. Betty will investigate the possibility of having the founder of the Read to Me , 
Daddy program speak as part of the service. 

 
We will schedule another meeting soon. 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 


