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From the Minister...
What does it mean to be “A Community of Prophecy”
We can always be sure of one thing—that the messengers of discomfort and sacrifice will be stoned and pelted by
those who wish to preserve at all costs their own contentment. This is not a lesson that is confined to the Testaments.
~ Christopher Hitchens
I was raised in a religious tradition that took prophecy very seriously – by which was meant, understanding when the
Rapture would come and the saints would be taken up to heaven. My grandfather was particularly interested in noticing
the signs of the times that might point to when the end would come. He and others were quick to quote Matthew 25:7,
where Jesus says: “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” And, looking around when I was growing up, it was apparent that these
things were indeed happening all around us.
As I learned more about religious history, I came to realize that expectations that the end was at hand had cropped up
many times in history: around the coming of the year 1000 (and 2000 as well, of course); during the Reformation (Luther
believed the end was nigh); in 1843 (then 1844) as predicted by William Miller; in 1914, according to the founder of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses; or in the late 1970’s (with the armies of the Soviet Union as the demonic forces) – among many
others. From other sources, there was also the ending of the Mayan Calendar on December 21, 2012. It became clear to
me that many times in history have displayed the signs foretold by Jesus’ words; and that in our time, worldwide communication let us know of every earthquake and famine and war anywhere in the world – of which there are (and usually
have been) a great many.
The other realization I came to was that “prophecy” in the Bible isn’t really about predicting events that will surely happen no matter what we poor humans do; it’s about what will happen if we humans do the wrong things – if we cheat each
other, sow hatred, steal from the poor or behave arrogantly. There are also, of course, visions of a perfected world, of a
time when “Everyone will live in peace and prosperity, enjoying their own grapevines and fig trees, for there will be nothing to fear.” [Micah 4:4]; and when “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.” [Isaiah 11:6] This new heaven on earth is what Jesus
spoke of as the Kingdom of Heaven.
The real job of the prophets was to issue warnings about what would happen to people who did evil to themselves and
others. Martin Luther King, Jr., loved the words of the prophet Micah, who said [6:8] “And what does the LORD require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” King was a prophet in calling upon America
to act justly and with mercy toward African American citizens who had for too long been oppressed.
The times call on us as people of faith to speak in like manner today; to proclaim that every person has inherent worth
and dignity regardless of religion or ethnicity or color or creed or sexuality or gender – everyone; that we are part of an
interconnected web of all existence and that we ignore its travails at our peril; and that evil deeds turn against the one
who does them.
We would be fools to predict the future in any detail; but actions do have consequences. We need to stand ready to
speak out against evil deeds and evil words; that is, to speak prophetically in these difficult times. And, as Christopher
Hitchens points out, doing so will not necessarily make us popular!
In Faith,
Rev. Paul

(p.s. Please also look at the article about the new Connections Groups we will be starting in February)
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Worship Services in January
WORSHIP COMMITTEE: The theme for the month is Prophecy.
January 1 - Celebration New Year’s Day with the Worship Committee; “Leaving Behind
and Looking Ahead”. Join us for an intergenerational service. Gather at 11:00 a.m.
for a "burning bowl" ritual on leaving the old year behind, followed by a ritual looking ahead to the new. After the service, we’ll be treated to a pancake brunch, courtesy of Bobbe Anderson.
January 8 – Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher: "Prophetic Gifts" -- Prophecy -- contrary
to popular understanding -- is not about predicting what will certainly happen. We
have some say in what the future will bring. And, as prophets have told us, our
choices and our actions make a difference, and they do have real consequences.
January 15 – Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher: "The Prophet Resisted" -- Martin Luther
King, Jr., has become an American secular saint, acclaimed by liberals and conservatives alike. But when we peak behind the hagiography, it gets a lot more complicated.
January 23 – TBA
January 30 – Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher: "A People So Bold" -- Calling a nation
(or a ruler) to account is no easy task. Direct confrontation doesn't always
work. Sometimes stories or humor can cut through resistance.
The next Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 19 at 7:30 pm
in the church office.
Worship Committee members: Rev. Rachel Tedesco, Chair; Denise Haskins, McKayla
Hoffman, Stefan Michaud, Tom St. Thomas, Tony Winters and Rev. Paul Sprecher.

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFERING
CONNECTIONS: Small Group Ministry at First Parish
Beginning in February, 2017, Rev. Paul will be leading small groups of 8-12 that
will gather either once or twice each month to explore our monthly themes more
deeply, to explore our respective spiritual journeys, and to come to know one
another more deeply in an environment in which each person's voice will be
heard.
What is CONNECTIONS?
• Spiritual Seeking. To deepen our spiritual lives and build on the benefits we receive from our regular worship services.
• Community Building. To foster positive connections among all members and friends, and to help new people connect with us.
• Ministry. To extend the ministry at First Parish by caring for and ministering to one another.
• Intellectual Exploration. To expand our understanding of the world and ways to demonstrate our UU principles in our lives, focusing on the monthly themes being used in Sunday Services and Religious Education.
• Living Our Values. To engage in service projects to benefit the First Parish community, the neighborhood,
or the larger society.
The purpose of Connections Groups is to establish an intentional practice to help us better realize our mission
as a religious community, to deepen our connection to the spiritual, intellectual, caring, and service aspects of
our Unitarian Universalist movement and our own congregation. Connections Groups are based on the Small
Group Ministry model that has been used with profit in many other Unitarian Universalist churches; the structures we have chosen draw from experience at many other UU other churches.
One group will meet twice a month on the SECOND and FOURTH Tuesdays of the month at 7:30 pm, starting
on February 14th (and then on Feb. 28th and so on)
The other group will meet once a month on the THIRD Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm starting on February
21st.
Signup sheets for both groups will be available starting on Sunday, January 8th.
Questions? Please reach out to Rev. Paul in person or at minister@firstparishbridgewater.org

MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS
Rev. Paul is on site in Bridgewater on the second, third, and fourth Tuesday and Thursday of every month and
the first, third (and fifth) Sundays of every month. On the first full week of the month, Rev. Paul is off. Also,
staff meetings are held each Tuesday from 12:30 –2:30pm
All regular business should be handled before or after the first week. Emergencies of course come up, and he
understands that. You can reach
Rev. Paul by email (psprecher@uuma.org) phone
(phone: 781-774-0086).
Your help in protecting his time is appreciated.

Can You Predict the Future?
Prophecy - a forecast; a divination
Prophecies are common to almost all religious traditions. As Unitarian Universalists we come from many faith
traditions so prophecies may be inherent in most of our backgrounds, regardless of whether we place stock in
them any longer. While I still occasionally enjoy playing with my Magic 8 Ball, as a UU and a librarian I always
look for evidence before making decisions, and prophecies have little place in evidence-based thinking.
However, I've also known for a long time that anyone can predict the future. I learned this from my eleventh
grade English teacher who showed us a cartoon clipped from a magazine. It showed a drawing of a man sitting
under an analog clock with the big hand on the 12 and the small hand on the 10. The man had a thought bubble above his head showing him sitting under the same clock, but with the both hands on the 10, indicating
that in 10 minutes he "predicted" that the time would be 10:10. When driving I "predict" that if I turn my car's
steering wheel to the right, my car will likewise turn to the right. So far I haven't been wrong.
As we begin our annual stewardship campaign, we also begin a major capital campaign to make much-needed
improvements at church we have made some of our own prophecies:
We will pay our employees fair wage
We will have a new furnace
We will have an accessible restroom
We will have a great music program
We will have a vibrant Religious Education program
We will share our good fortune with others
Like the man in the cartoon we can see these things happening before they happen. The difference is that
10:10 will come without any intervention from him. In our case, though, we must take control. We can make
them happen. Our prophecies are evidenced based. Our history of good work, generosity, and cooperation
tells us that we can make these prophecies come true. If we can make these prophecies come to pass then I
predict that First Parish will be here for at least another 300 years.
Pamela Hayes-Bohanan (for the Stewardship Committee)

Helping the Hungry
Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for the local food pantry. We
invite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged foods on the first
Sunday of each month. A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the piano, to receive the
items, which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our local food pantry.

Feeding the Homeless
Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton.
We gather on the first Monday* of each month at 9 a.m. in the lower parish hall to prepare and wrap
100 bag lunches, which are then brought to the shelter by one or two of our volunteers.
You can help in many ways, including joining us at the above gatherings, donating baked goods, other
food items, and paper goods as needed, taking home some of the fixings and preparing parts of the
lunches (such as tuna or egg salad) at home for the volunteers to assemble at the church, or simply donating money toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100 per month for 100 lunches.
Please contact Betty Gilson (774-226-0942) for further information, or just drop by that morning to help.
*The lunches are prepared on Mondays to be eaten on the first Tuesday of each month. If the first Tuesday falls

on the first day of the month, the lunches are made on the final Monday of the previous month.

SOCIAL JUSTICE in 2017
Looking ahead for the year, it’s difficult to predict what will be the most pressing social justice issues for our area,
the state and the nation. But for the moment, we expect to be focused on two issues of most importance to our
partners, UU Mass Action and the Brockton Interfaith Community (BIC).
Thanks to all who took the on-line survey in November. Your two choices were (1) criminal justice reform or (2)
protecting and promoting immigrant rights. The clear winner (2 to 1) was criminal justice reform, with 17 supporters versus 8 supporters for immigrant rights. Our work on criminal justice reform will be done in cooperation
with BIC, UU Mass Action and the Jobs Not Jobs Coalition, composed of several faith communities, unions and
community organizations across the state.
Of course, in light of the recent election, immigrant rights promises to be a “hot” issue in the year ahead. We may
be asked by BIC to join in some local activities related to this. Several churches in Brockton have volunteered to
be Sanctuary churches for immigrants at risk for detention and deportation by ICE. They will need the support of
many local volunteers. Stay tuned!
Because we would like to know who is willing to work with us on these issues, we are asking you to retake the
survey. Here’s the link to the redesigned form: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6NXKH9C. There is space at
the bottom to enter your name and contact information.
Mark your calendars: A BIC Citywide Meeting is scheduled for Monday evening, January 30 at Messiah Baptist
Church. Community members will meet to discuss their top issues. Invited to this meeting will be Mayor Carpenter, City Councilors, the Police Chief, the Plymouth County District Attorney, the Plymouth County Sheriff and
the Chief of the Probation Dept. among others. The goal is to develop more cooperation among these parties to
work for a better quality of life for all.

Off the Common Coffeehouse
Located in the Upper Parish Hall at First Parish Church
50 School Street, Bridgewater

Saturday, January 7, 2017 at 7:30pm
Potluck dinner at 6:30pm

featuring

The Kennedys with Quentin Callewaert
Coming Attractions
January 7 - The Kennedys with Quentin Callewaert
February 4 - Don White
March 4 - The Boxcar Lilies with Sparrow Blue
April 1 - Bill Staines
May 6 - The Heather Pierson Acoustic Trio with Emily Mure

Admission: $15
Enjoy our homemade
Refreshments
Sign up for open mike!

JANUARY SHARE THE PLATE
For the month of January 2017 our Share the Plate charity is the Bridgewater Food Pantry. During the cold
winter months, they need extra support. The Food Pantry is administered by Central Square Congregational Church. If you would like to make a specific donation to the pantry, write the check to Central Square
Congregational Church and put Food Pantry in the memo line.

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES
Monday, January 2, 2017 at 8:45am MainSpring House lunches will be prepared in the LPH. Volunteers and
donations always welcome. Speak with Betty Gilson

FULL SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 7pm a full Social Justice Committee meeting will be held at the church. All
branches will share brief reports. The main committee will lead discussion on our plans including those for
Black Lives Matter issues and Jobs Not Jails.

PEACE COMMITTEE INAUGURAL VESPERS
The Peace Committee and Rev. Paul invite you to a Vesper Service on Inaugural Eve, Thursday, January 19,
2017 at 7pm in the First Parish sanctuary. Join with us to share our hopes for the future of our country and
the world.

CARING COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, January 23, 2017 at 7pm the Caring Committee will meet at the church. If you have joys or concerns to share with us, please contact a member. This will be kept in confidence or shared with the parish,
as you wish.
Betty Gilson, Mary Hatfield, Louella Mann, Jan Thompson, Korin Zigler

T"UU"RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB MEETING
Friday, January 27 at 7pm the Book Club will meet, location TBD to discuss Shakespeare's classic tragedy
"Macbeth". It is thought to have been first performed in 1606. It dramatizes the damaging physical and
psychological effects of political ambition on those who seek power for its own sake.

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE
Is your box for Guest at Your Table getting full? Since the first Sunday in January is New Year's Day, we are
extending the collection date to January 8. Help the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee in its good
work here and around the world by making a generous donation. If you choose to give cash, please fill out
the form on the box so you receive credit for your generosity.

SCIENCE AND RELIGION
Are you interested in science, religion, philosophy, current events? You might want to attend the next
meeting of “Science & Religion Discussion Group”. Meeting will be held Wednesday, January 18th at 7pm
in the church office. All are welcome. A new text will be discussed and chosen.

TONE CHIMES

GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE’s
Green Tip of the Month

Button Up Your Home: Winterizing Solutions
Baby It's Cold Outside!
As the seasons change and your family migrates indoors for the winter, a lot of energy can be wasted to
keep your home comfortable. Between 40 and 70% of all home energy is wasted, but we could save
about half of that by buying efficient appliances and taking energy-saving measures.
The 10 Biggest Energy Users
Water Heaters
Ranges

Refrigerators

Clothes Washers

Freezers
Clothes Dryers

Portable Heaters

Air Conditioners
Dishwashers

Lights

And here are some inexpensive solutions to consider:












Cover your air conditioner: If you can’t remove your window unit, consider covering it both in
side and out. Besides protecting your air-conditioning unit, these covers also help keep cold air
from entering your home through the space around the air-conditioner and can be a great way to
lower utility bills.
Caulk it: Small spaces and gaps around windows and pipes and wires entering the home create
create energy wasting drafts that can cut the efficiency of your heating system.
Block drafts: Draft blockers are foam plates that fit behind light switches and electrical outlets to
reduce drafts that enter through those spaces.
Install heat reflectors: These are thin sheets that fit behind radiators, to reflect heat away from
the wall and into the room, thereby maximizing each radiator’s energy efficiency.
Perform regular maintenance: If you have a forced air furnace, make sure to clean or change
the furnace filter about once a month. Most furnaces will need to be professionally cleaned and
tuned once a year.
Upgrade your thermostat: Changing your thermostat to a programmable one allows you to con
trol the temperature in your home at different times of the day without you being home. Keep the
heat off when you're out of the house and set it to turn back up before you get home. Some also
have a second set of settings for weekends, when people usually spend more time at home.
Reflective Window Film: Place these thin, plastic sheets directly on the inside of window panes
and glass doors. The film reflects inside heat back into your home, reducing the amount that is
conducted outside through windows.
Storm Window Kits: It can be expensive to have storm windows installed throughout your
house, but there is a less expensive way to weatherproof home windows. Storm window kits con
sist of plastic film or sheets to cover the window. Attaching the plastic is done with tape or tacks.
Weatherstripping: Create a tight seal around all your windows to reduce heated and cooled air
from escaping outside. Weatherstrips are plastic, foam, felt or rubber strips that fit around window
and door frames with a self-adhesive backing.

January 2017 CALENDAR
Sunday, January 1
11am Worship with the Worship Committee, “Leaving Behind & Looking Ahead”
12noon Pancake Brunch following today’s service
3pm New Year’s Day Open House at Eileen and Frank’s
Monday, January 2
8:45am MainSpring House lunches prep at FP
1pm Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting at the home of Janet Dye
Tuesday, January 3
7:30pm Facilities Committee meeting
Wednesday, January 4
6:30pm Meditation Group will meet in the UPH
Thursday, January 5
7pm Full Social Justice Committee meeting at First Parish
Saturday, January 7
7:30pm Off the Common Coffeehouse
Sunday, January 8
10:30am Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Prophetic Gifts”
Guest at Your Table boxes are due today
Tuesday, January 10
5pm RE Committee Meeting in the Hive
Thursday, January 12
7pm Growth Committee Meeting
Sunday, January 15
9am Choir rehearsal
10:30am 10:30am Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “The Prophet Resisted”
Monday, January 16
6:30pm Women’s Spirit
Wednesday, January 18
6:30pm Meditation Group will meet in the UPH
7pm Science and Religion Discussion Group in FP office
Thursday, January 19
7pm Peace Committee Inaugural Vespers in the First Parish Sanctuary
7:30pm Worship Committee meeting
Sunday, January 22
9am Choir rehearsal
First Parish Church
10:30am Worship—Topic TBD
Unitarian Universalist
Monday, January 23
50 School Street
7pm Caring Committee will meet at the church
Bridgewater, MA 02324
Thursday, January 26
508-697-2525
7:30pm Parish Committee meeting
www.firstparishbridgewater.org
firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com
Friday, January 27
firstparishbridgewater.blogspot.com
7pm T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club—location TBD
Sunday, January 29
9am Choir rehearsal
10:30am 10:30am Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “A People so Bold”

