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Highlights
5/3 from 9am-1pm
All Church Clean-up
& Metal Recycling Day
at First Parish
5/3 at 8pm
Off the Common
Coffee House feat. Bill
Staines
5/4 at 12pm
Special Congregational
Meeting re. settled minister vote
5/10 at 7pm
13th Annual Goods &
Services Auction at First
Parish
5/17
BSU Dual Graduation
Parking Fundraiser at
FP
5/31 at 6:30pm
Church History Potluck

May 2014

From the Minister
“Showing up is 80% of life. Sometimes it is easier to hide in bed.
I’ve done both.”
~Woody Allen
Life is rolling along at an accelerated pace. We waited and waited for spring, and then
POP, here it is! The daffodils out. The tulips coming up. The birds frantic in song.
Quick! Catch it now, before the opportunity passes.
For two years you have been working and waiting for the right time to find and settle
your new minister. Sometimes it seemed like forever. And then, POP, here he is!
Quick! Catch it now, while the opportunity is before you.
Thanks to the good and diligent work of your Ministerial Search Committee you are
meeting and greeting their candidate for your settled minister, the Rev. Paul Sprecher.
When you receive this copy of the Bridging, you will already be in the midst of the candidating process. But I think it is still useful to remember Woody Allen’s famous adage:
“Showing up is 80% of life. Sometimes it is easier to hide in bed.
I’ve done both.”
If you were ever unsure about it, let me assure you that this is the time to show up.
Show up to meet Rev. Paul. Show up to talk with him and about him to one another.
Get a feel for what it would be like to have him as your minister. And then, show up
May 4 for the vote. It is your church. Your relationship. He will be your minister.
Some of you, I know are feeling sad already, anticipating our parting. We will have
time to hold that together in the month of June. Meanwhile, I am here, your minister.
So I encourage you take things in order. First chose your new minister. Then we will
worry about our good byes. Although it may feel bitter sweet at times believe me,
while what we have had has been wonderful, it was what was right in its time. What
comes next is wonderful too, the right time for choosing your future.
You are a wonderful, most beautiful congregation. Embrace your future with all that
you’ve got. And life will embrace you in return.
Blessings,
Rev. Anita
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Worship Committee News
May & June Worship Services:
May 4 – Second Candidating Sunday with Rev. Paul Sprecher
May 11 – Music Service with the Music Committee
May 18 – Worship with Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson
May 25 – Worship with the Science & Religion Discussion Group
June 1 – Worship with Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson
June 8 – Religious Education Sunday
June 15 – Farewell Service with Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson
May Volunteers:
May 4 – Lay Worship Leader Kat Gillespie, Ushers: David Wilson & Alan Yabroudy
May 11 – Lay Worship Leader Korin Zigler, Ushers: Sonia D’Alarcao & David Page
May 18 – Lay Worship Leader Stefan Michaud, Ushers: Joe Risko & Jana Iampietro
May 25 – Lay Worship Leader Tom St. Thomas, Ushers: Cindy Texeira & Meg Harding
Summer Lay-Led Worship: The committee has started to plan ahead for summer
services, which will begin on July 6. We thought of beginning on June 27, but remembered that this is a wonderful opportunity for UUs from all over the Ballou
Channing District to attend the not-to-be-missed Sunday Worship at General Assembly in Providence, RI! See the special announcement elsewhere in this newsletter.
The Worship Committee meetings: The next regular meeting of the Worship Committee is Thursday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. Members and friends are cordially invited to
attend.
Committee members: Rev. Rachel Tedesco, Chair; Denise Haskins, Stefan
Michaud, David Page, Tom St. Thomas and Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson.
What is it like to sing “Spirit of Life” with 8,000 other UU’s?
You are invited to HOP ON THE BUS WITH FIRST PARISH

CHURCH DUXBURY.

Join in on Sunday, June 29th for a trip to GA 2014 in Providence, RI. (8:30am departure)
To make a reservation on their bus, please contact Lenore at
(781)934-6532 or email at uuduxbury@verizon.net. (anyone
under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult)
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The youth group retreat, 2014!
Ah, Vermont!

We arrived after an easy Friday evening drive, welcomed with open arms by Julie and Samantha Wood. There
were chocolate chip cookies fresh out of the oven and wonderful food all weekend. Julie and Michael are superb hosts. The Golden Stage Inn is a wonderful place to visit!
Saturday, We went to Burlington and explored the small city, the youth were set free on Church Street and
had a great time.
We found UU fellowship on Sunday when we went to the First Universalist Parish in Chester, one town over.
They are a warm congregation in an old, small, stone building with beautiful stained glass windows.
Here in VT, with the rolling hills, the rapid rivers and quieter way of life, the youth group had a perfect retreat.
It's success had much to do with the support from all of you that we experienced this year through fundraising.
Being the future of UUism, challenging, supporting and caring for the youth in our community is vital and if
one thinks about it, no fundraising effort is successful with out the support of ones community. Thank you, All!

Are You Ready for the 13th Annual Goods & Services Auction?
Saturday, May 10th is the evening for one of the most fun and exciting events at our church.
Wine & Cheese, Silent Auction, and Wine Pull is at 6 pm and the Live Auction begins at 7 pm with Jenny
Donahue as auctioneer.
Our annual auction is one of First Parish’s biggest fundraisers of the year and
a whole lot of FUN! Don’t Miss It! Make it an evening for you and your family.
Child care will be available.
Start off with a glass of wine and nourishing (ha) snacks to energize. Bid on
the silent auction items, of which there are always difficult choices, and figure out your bidding strategy. Select a mystery bottle of wine for $20 and
take a chance of getting a bottle valued at 4x that amount! And did you buy a
raffle ticket for a trip to Nantucket? You will!
Then take a seat and let the live auction begin. There are wonderful things to eat, fun places to go,
beautiful crafts, and useful services. All for sale to the highest bidder. The competition for coveted
items is intense. You have you heart set on something. You hear bids from every corner of the room.
The price is going up. YOU WANT IT. You BID $5 HIGHER (what’s another $5 for such a good cause?).
You hear the auctioneer say “SOLD”! And she means TO YOU!! You outbid everyone and got the
goods. Ah! The joy of winning! And if that wasn’t enough excitement, suddenly it’s intermission and
time for fabulous desserts (mousse! cheesecake!) and gourmet coffee. Just when you think you can’t
possibly have any more fun, the auctioneer is back on her feet with more exciting items for sale! Will
you get back in the ring!? GO FOR IT – it’s a once-in-a-year opportunity to buy fun goods and services
that keep on giving. A BIG WIN for you and First Parish at the same time.

We Need Your Donated Items and Services!
Submit your auction donations online (http://bit.ly/1oX1N7V) or email Laurie (laurie@yabroudy.com).
Basket donations have been coming in from each church committee, so if you didn't get yours in yet,
there's still time. Forms are still available on the piano in the Upper Parish Hall.
Online donation form at: http://bit.ly/1oX1N7V.
If you have any questions, please speak with one of our Auction Committee members: Laurie Lessner, Victoria Capon, Betty Gilson, Denise
Haskins, Susan Irish, Pete Jacobson, Karen Messing, Ross Michaud, Angela Sheble, Rachel Tedesco, and Janice Thompson.
Your time and talent are very valuable and appreciated!

In a Peanuts comic strip, Charlie Brown is eating a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. He looks
admiringly at his hands and says:
Hands are such wonderful things. I like my hands…I think I have nice hands. My hands seem to have a lot of character. These are hands that may someday accomplish great things. These are hands that may someday do marvelous works. They may build mighty bridges or heal the sick, or hit home runs, or write soul-stirring novels. These are
hands that may someday change the course of Destiny!
Lucy looks down at Charlie’s hands and says: “They’ve got jelly on them!
Lucy’s comment, albeit insensitive, is right on target. Not everything that is faced can be changed, but
nothing can be changed until it is faced.
Hence, we start by recognizing that our own hands are covered with jelly. And they
always will be. But they are all we have. They are who we are.
Messy to sure, we keep using our hands in acts of justice and kindness, that life may
be less evil.
the Rev. Tom Owen-Towle

This Saturday is

Metal Recycling Day
at First Parish!!
Saturday, May 3
9am to 1pm
Sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee in conjunction with Key for Hope*
All proceeds benefit the Bridgewater Food Pantry
Bring us your scrap metal, large and small!! All metal, including appliances, pipe, air conditioners, fencing, file
cabinets, bikes, tractors, snow blowers, grills, you name it…we’ll take it (minus any gas, propane, glass, etc.).
Just bring your metal to the church lot, where volunteers will be on hand to help. The metal recycling will be
held rain or shine. In the past four years, our one-day drive has netted close to $1000 in food for our local food
pantry!
Please help us get the word out!! Tell your friends, family, and neighbors to join us this Saturday! Let’s fill those
roll-off containers and support those in need in our own community. Residents and non-residents are welcome.
For more information, or to volunteer your help, please contact Debbie Baumgarten at catsmeow908@verizon.net or 508-697-6848.
*Keyforhope is a local non-profit committed to providing food and support to those in need.
www.keyforhope.org to learn more.
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First Parish UU—Bridgewater
Notice of Special Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 4, 2014 at 12pm
RE: Vote to call Rev. Paul A. Sprecher as the settled minister of First Parish Church.
Following a “candidating week” (April 27 to May 4), during which members and friends of First Parish will have an opportunity to meet with Rev. Sprecher and hear him preach, there will be a formal Congregational Meeting to vote to call Rev. Sprecher as our next settled minister.
As per our by-laws, an 80% vote of those active members present and voting shall be necessary to
choose the minister. Voting shall be by written ballot. There will be a presentation reviewing the work of
the Ministerial Search Committee, including the proposed “salary” package for Rev. Sprecher.
The estimated time for the meeting, which will include discussion and vote on this single article, is
30 minutes.
Sincerely,
The Parish Committee

T"UU"RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB
Friday, May 30 at 7pm the T"UU"rning Leaves Book Club will meet, location TBD. The selection is "White
Tiger" by Aravind Adiga.
A stunning literary debut critics have likened to Richard Wright’s Native Son, The White Tiger follows a
darkly comic Bangalore driver through the poverty and corruption of modern India’s caste society. “This is
the authentic voice of the Third World, like you've never heard it before” (John Burdett, Bangkok 8)

What do you know???
Good Question!!
Worth examining as we prepare to make decisions about going forward.
Join Us on

Saturday MAY 30!!
for a dynamic, interactive evening
discovering and sharing what we know about
the church and where we fit into its story.
Pot-luck supper
and engaging activities.
Fun for All!

Great News! Now theres a way to recycle your Styrofoam!

Off the Common Coffeehouse
Located in the Upper Parish Hall at First Parish Church
50 School Street, Bridgewater
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May 3, 2014 at 8pm
Potluck dinner at 6:30pm

featuring

Bill Staines

Admission: $13
Enjoy our homemade
Refreshments
Sign up for open mic!

SHARE THE PLATE FOR MAY AND JUNE
The Brockton Interfaith Community (BIC) has been selected as the charity for May and June. Half the loose
plate donations will be given to BIC. This is an organization with which some of our church members have
been working with for some time, trying to advance their issues. Rachel, Karen Cruz and Joanne Giannino
have been deeply engaged with BIC esp. during the past year. Many of you may have signed some of the
petitions they have circulated. This coming year the three chief issues are: Prevention not Prosecution (inc.
Jobs, not Jails), Minimum Wage and Earned Sick Time, and Immigration Reform. Messiah Baptist is very
deeply committed to working with BIC, so this ties in with the goals of the First Principle Project.
Here is some information about BIC.
(BIC) is a broad-based power organization created in 1990 by area clergy and lay leaders.
Since 1990 BIC has grown into a regional force for change with 14 institutional members representing over
4,000 families. BIC has won a seat at the table of power and achieved important victories across a spectrum of issues ranging from home ownership and foreclosure prevention to public safety and diversity in
public schools.
BIC organizes people at the grassroots level to achieve power for positive change. Reaching across ethnic,
racial, and religious lines, BIC trains its diverse members to improve their community by building relationships, identifying common concerns, finding solutions, and taking action for the public good
BIC is governed by a Board of Directors comprised of lay leaders from member congregations and institutions and employs two full-time organizers. With the board’s leadership and with training from the BIC
organizers, ordinary people build powerful relationships, share their anger, and take courageous action -researching solutions, holding themselves and their public officials accountable and organizing for change.
For more details check their website.
www.brocktoninterfaithcommunity.org/

FULL SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING DATE CHANGE
The full Social Justice Committee Meeting was originally scheduled for Monday, May 1. However, due to the activities of Candidating Week, it will be changed to the following week, Thursday, May 8 at 7pm at the church.

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES
Monday, May 5 at 9am. lunches will be made for MainSpring House homeless shelter in Brockton. Volunteers and
donations welcome. See Bety Gilson.

CARING COMMITTEE MEETING
Sunday, May 18 the Caring Committee will meet after Coffee Hour at the church. If you have issues for the committee to address, contact a member.
Betty Gilson, Mary Hatfield, Louella Mann, Joe Snyders, Jan Thompson

FIRST PRINCIPLE PROJECT ACTION
Please consider being a volunteer for the "Read to Me, Daddy" program. Below is recent information. Sue
McCombe of BSU will be arranging a visit some Monday to Framingham to see Sr. Maureen's program.

“READ TO ME, DADDY” MEETING AT OCCC WITH SR. MAUREEN
Susan Irish and Betty Gilson went to Old Colony Correction Center in Bridgewater on March 24 for a meeting on
the proposed “Read to Me, Daddy” program. Present also were Susan(Sue) McCombe, director of Community and
University Development at Bridgewater State University; Michael Devine, Dept. of Treatment at OCCC, Jo-Ann
Della Giustina, chair of the Criminal Justice Dept. at BSU and director of an “Alternatives to Violence” program at
MCI Bridgewater; Jennifer Hartsfield, professor in the Criminal Justice Dept. BSU; and Sr. Maureen of MCI Framingham.
Sr. Maureen is running a similar program for the women at Framingham and had been invited to tell us about the
program and how it is run. She was, in fact, the originator of the “Read to Me, Daddy” program some years ago at
Fitchburg MCI, male prison, and has now adapted it for the women. She shared information about how the program should be run. Here are some of the ideas.


Each program will be about 6 - 8 sessions conducted by volunteers. These should be people who have children or experience with children. (Possibly people from the Education Dept.)
 Use new books, never donated used ones.
 Practice reading in groups.
 At the first meetings get to know the participants and learn about what would interest each particular child. The volunteers conducting the meeting need to ask about the child in order to select an appropriate book
 The meetings should be as much about parenting and social skills as about the actual reading.
 The inmate may write in the book, but only on the day of the recording. And no one else may write in it.
 During the recording the reader may make comments. For example: “Are you on p. 4?” “Do you hear this animal?” And
he can be dramatic in the reading.
 The recording is done in front of the other group members, each reader taking his turn.
 Each inmate has to write a letter to the benefactor who provided the book. It has to be at least 3 sentences long.
An inmate can read to only one child at a time but can repeat for another child later if there is space.
Here are some of the expected expenses. Those that might be covered by First Parish are noted by FP.
 Books FP
 Mailing envelopes and postage FP
 Camera, tripod, DVD’s Possibly from BSU
 Bags for keeping each persons materials separate
 Stationery and stamps FP
 Markers and pens

Daddy, would you please read a story to me?”
In every Hallmark store, you will find a book with a story which the grandparent or parent can read and send it
on to their grandchildren who they do not often see. I have used it a few times to connect with my grandchildren in Arizona.
There is another way that those “Read to me books” can be used to connect parents with children they can’t
often see.
Just like those of us with far-away loved ones, incarcerated people rarely get to see their children. “Read to
me Daddy” is the name for the program which would exist in Bridgewater (There are only men there; it is also
used successfully at the women's facility in Framingham.)
In this program, inmates chosen to be involved are first identified and work on reading skills, if that is necessary. The group meets to expand their reading and video comfort. The men all work together to assist each
other which is an added bonus as they spend a lot of time talking with others about their at-home life. An inmate chooses a book that they like and think their children might like. Then he will read the book, and perhaps include a personal message, all supervised by the staff. Then the video and the new book are sent to the
children. The supervisors who work with the program report that those involve with “Read to me daddy” have
a higher percentage of integration with their families than others.
It isn’t exactly like my experience with my grandchildren in Arizona, but it accomplishes the same goal. It connects two people who love each other and who want to connect.
Those of us involved in the First Principle Project hope that you will want to join with us in this important program which makes a concrete change in the lives of both the children and their fathers.
Contact Betty to talk about your involvement. The mission of the First Principle group is to join talk and action. This is an important way in which you can take action to make a difference.
If you would like to be involved in “Read to me, Daddy” please contact Betty Gilson, gillyflower@verizon.net
or call her at 774-226-0942 .

GREEN SANCTUARY TIP of the MONTH
Dandelions are coming!
Here is a Non toxic Weed deterrent recipe.
Safe for children and pets.
Mix:
1/2 gallon of Apple Cider Vinegar
1/4 cup of salt
1/2 tsp Dawn liquid dish detergent
Mix ingredients in a spray bottle
Cost: $6.40
The Dawn dish soap strips the weed of its oil protection so the vinegar can work and stop growth of dandelions!

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Friday, May 23, 2014
is the last day for all committee chairs
to submit their reports for the annual
meeting to be held on 6/14/14
Thank you in advance for
adhering to this deadline.
Send to
firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com

1 Will McDougall
3 Janice Faith
4 James Hayes-Bohanan
5 Sam Baumgarten
9 Susan St. Thomas
12 Mary Fuller
19 Rev. Joanne Giannino
21 Alyssa Baumgarten
22 Dan Howard
24 Vernon Domingo, Anna Tyrer-Vasell
27 Pamela Hayes-Bohanan
30 Ann Brunelle-Willis
31 Joseph Risko ("the younger")
30 Ann Brunelle-Willis
31 Joseph Risko ("the younger")

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
9 Pamela & James Hayes-Bohanan
30 Beryl & Vernon Domingo

Helping the Hungry
Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for the local food pantry. We invite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged foods on the first Sunday of each month. A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the piano, to receive the items,
which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our local food pantry.

Feeding the Homeless*
Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton. We
gather on the first Monday* of each month at 9 a.m. in the lower parish hall to prepare and wrap 100 bag
lunches, which are then brought to the shelter by one or two of our volunteers.
You can help in many ways, including joining us at the above gatherings, donating baked
goods, other food items, and paper goods as needed, taking home some of the fixings and preparing parts of the lunches (such as tuna or egg salad) at home for the volunteers to assemble
at the church, or simply donating money toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100
per month for 100 lunches.
Please contact Betty Gilson (774-226-0942) for further information, or just drop by that morning to help.
*The lunches are prepared on Mondays to be eaten on the first Tuesday of each month. If the first Tuesday
falls on the first day of the month, the lunches are made on the final Monday of the previous month.

May 2014 Calendar
Friday, May 2
6:30pm Congregational Pot-Luck
Saturday, May 3
9am – 1pm Metal Recycling Day at First Parish
9am-1pm Church Clean-Up at FP
8pm Off the Common Coffeehouse featuring Bill Staines

Sunday, May 4
9am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service with Rev. Paul Sprecher
12pm Special Congregational Meeting—Vote to call Rev. Paul Sprecher at settled minister of First Parish
6-9pm Game Night at First Parish
Monday, May 5
9am MainSpring House lunches prepared in the LPH. Donations and Volunteers always welcome.
7:30pm Facilities Committee Mtg
Thursday, May 8
7pm Full Social Justice Cmte meeting at First Parish
Saturday, May 10
7pm 13th Annual Goods and Services Auction at First Parish (wine and cheese viewing at 6pm)

Sunday, May 11 - MOTHER’S DAY
9am Choir Practice
10:30am Music Service with the Music Committee
Monday, May 12
7:30pm Green Sanctuary Committee will meet at the home of Janet Dye
Tuesday, May 13
5:30pm RE Committee will meet in the FP office
Thursday, May 15
7pm Worship Committee will hold their monthly meeting

Sunday, May 18
9am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service with Rev. Anita Farber-Robertson
12pm Caring Committee will meet following coffee hour
Thursday, May 22
7:30pm Parish Committee will meet at the church
Friday, May 23
DEADLINE FOR ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS TO SUBMIT THEIR REPORTS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING (6/14/14)

Sunday, May 25
9am Choir Practice
10:30am Worship Service with the Science & Religion Discussion Group
Monday, May 26 - MEMORIAL DAY
Friday, May 30
7pm T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet at a location TBD
Saturday, May 31
6:30pm Church History Pot-Luck at First Parish

First Parish Church
Unitarian Universalist
50 School Street
Bridgewater, MA 02324
508-697-2525
www.firstparishbridgewater.org
firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com
firstparishbridgewater.blogspot.com

