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From the Minister...

Does It Mean to Be a People of Creativity?
Every act of creation is first of all an act of destruction. Pablo Picasso
When we go to a museum or hear a great piece of music or hear a poem that speaks to the heart, we may well
wonder from what springs the artist’s inspiration has emerged. We may see genius or some other rare human
quality displayed in the work of the artist. Some writers give credit to their “muse;” many poets regard their writing as an example of something speaking “through” them; and sculptors on occasion credit themselves only with
their ability to see what is already present in a block of marble or another material at hand. Some American writers
in the last century famously credited living large and especially drinking to excess for their most inspired efforts.
The Greeks credited their creativity to the influence of daemons, semi-divine messengers from the beyond that
somehow inspired and informed their work. Socrates claimed to have such a daemon, but he didn’t claim it inspired him in that way; rather, he claimed that it warned him against mistakes he was about to make rather than
inspiring him in his creation of philosophy. Still, such an influence to keep one on the right path might be very useful in any kind of creativity.
Such images of creativity tend to leave the rest of us out in the cold, unable to make such works of beauty.
Many of us have been stunted in our interest in making are somewhere in elementary school when our creations
didn’t have the flair of those of our schoolmates, or when a teacher frowned on our work. I fit in that category. Of
course, we each have our own gifts and mine do not include the kind of visual acuity that lay behind my wife Deedee’s ability to create beautiful prints and paintings. We sometimes had arguments over whether it was best for
our sons to learn art and music though a carefully disciplined process of study of what others had done or by being
given the freedom to improvise, unconstrained by what had come before. Her own creativity was testimony to
both a highly disciplined study of figure drawing and to a willingness to suspend judgment while following her intuition with no particular end in view – a practice that often led to creations of great beauty.
I believe that each of us has capacities for creation that we don’t necessarily know how to cultivate. The means
to discovering our gifts often come unbidden. I find that it’s often a matter of letting go of a fixed idea of what
ought to be and allowing an inspiration to occur – perhaps in a dream, perhaps in a sudden realization after doing
something completely unrelated. It does sometimes seem as though something from out of the blue opens us to
new possibilities for creativity. Maybe the Greeks were on to something after all.
In Faith,
Rev. Paul
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Worship Committee News - May 2018
This month’s worship theme is Creativity.
The Creative Ones
A Poem by Mark Ball

It is the most creative of those,
who can find enrapturing prose,
from deep, deep within his clothes.

Worship Services
May 6 - Rev. Paul "The Wildest Idea" - Staring at a blank piece of paper, we wonder
how the first sentence will ever come to us. And then, perhaps, an inspiration comes
unbidden or a dream is remembered or the creativity of the Universe itself appears and
we manage to tap into the spirit of creation. We will also be welcoming our new
members this Sunday!

May 13 - Male Bonding Band “Songs My Mother Sang to Me” - Join Male Bonding
Band for this special Mother’s Day service, featuring music and poetry focusing on our
mothers. Worship Associate - Tom St. Thomas
May 20 - Rev. Paul "Disciplined Creativity" - In 1945 a group of young Universalist
ministers gathered together to explore how they might revitalize the Universalist
Church of America. They adopted some of the elements of monastic discipline as a
form in which to release their creativity.
May 27 - Parish Committee "Covenant & Creativity" - Parish Committee invites you to
explore how to creatively live our First Parish covenant. Worship Associate - Eileen
Hiney
- Thanks to David Tedesco for the inspiration for this service. This is the sermon won by David Tedesco at last year's Service Auction -- and you can buy one at this year's Auction!
About Worship Associates, Lay Worship Leaders & Ushers.
We hope all members who are physically-able can fulfill at least one of these tasks twice
a year. If you have a particular date you’d like to volunteer, please tell us in advance and
you’ll likely get your choice. Otherwise, if you are a church member and can do this, but
haven’t volunteered, expect to be asked to fill a couple of dates.
Next Worship Committee meeting: The next regular meeting of the Worship Committee is scheduled for Thursday, May 17th at 7pm in the church office. Members and
friends are cordially invited to attend. We encourage you to share your feedback and
ideas with us about worship, or simply be present to observe.

Committee members: Rev. Rachel Tedesco, Chair; Denise Haskins, McKayla Hoffman,
Stefan Michaud, Rev. Paul Sprecher, Tom St. Thomas, and Tony Winters.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, CONCERNS OR FEEDBACK ABOUT FIRST PARISH,
YOUR SHARED MINISTRY COMMITTEE WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Our First Parish Shared Ministry Committee is the place to go if you're not sure who to talk to about anything
that's bothering you. Their job as a committee is to make sure that we listen to each other and are all able to
speak the truth in love.
The Committee meets with Rev. Paul every month to share issues and insights they've heard or noticed and to
make sure that all of our ministries -- music, religious education, Sunday services and so much more -- are serving our congregation well.
You can learn more about the Committee from this article from February's Bridging: http://bit.ly/2J5Yc3l
Members are: Scott Gillespie, Pam Hayes-Bohanan and Beth Manchester-Howell

Notice of 2018 Annual Meeting
The 2018 First Parish Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 3, 2018 at 12pm
First Parish Sanctuary
Please put the Annual Meeting date on your calendar and plan to attend. (Childcare will be
available.) The booklet of annual meeting materials will be emailed to members in mid-May.
Committee Chairs, please remember to get your committee report to Jamie by May 7th so
that it can be included in the Annual Report, which requires some time to assemble.

“Pre-Annual Meeting Meeting”
Sunday, May 20, 2018 at 12pm
We are going to try something new this year – a “budget hearing.” The congregation approves the budget for the next fiscal year at Annual Meeting. But sometimes there is not
enough time to delve into the budget details to the extent that some people would like. This
year the Parish Committee has decided to convene an informal meeting on Sunday, May 20th
at Noon to allow for a more in-depth discussion of the budget.
At the same meeting, we will open up for discussion another issue the Facilities Committee
has explored over the years and continues to wrestle with - what to do with our driveway
(CVS side). Anyone who is interested in options for dealing with the drainage, gully, safety
and other issues at that end of our parking lot can help brainstorm possible solutions.
We look forward to hearing your views on
these two important issues.
The Parish Committee

Are you Ready for
the Annual Goods & Services Auction?

Come to First Parish Church on the evening of Saturday, May 19th
for one of the most fun and exciting events of the year!
Don’t Miss It! Make it an evening for you and your family.

6 pm - Wine & Cheese, Silent Auction
7 pm - Live Auction with Jenny Donahue as auctioneer.
Intermission will feature fabulous homemade desserts!
Our annual auction is one of First Parish’s biggest fundraisers and a WHOLE LOT of FUN!
DON’T MISS IT. Make it an evening for you and your family. (Child care will be available.)
There are wonderful things to eat, fun places to go, beautiful crafts, and useful services. all
for sale to the highest bidder, and many wallet sizes. It’s a once-a-year opportunity to buy fun
goods and services that keep on giving. A BIG WIN for you and First Parish at the same time.

**WE NEED YOUR DONATED ITEMS AND SERVICES! **
We will have paper forms available at coffee hour, but this online form, at:
https://goo.gl/forms/iAnoDdvaj7q7eixk2 is the preferable way to submit your donation.

Thank you for playing!
~Laurie Lessner & the auction committee

GREEN TIP FOR MAY!!!
As you tend to your yard and gardens
think about providing habitats for wildlife and pollinators.
Plant lots of flowers and provide a supply of clean water in a birdbath with a rock in it for the pollinators. The
rock gives them something coarse to hold on to so they don’t drown.
Plant flowers among vegetables making sure to leave plenty of wild weeds, such as goldenrod, to feed the bees
during times when there aren’t many other flowers.
Mulch beds with sawdust, cardboard and cut grass to provide a habitat for frogs, toads, snakes and lizards who
devour pests before they feast on your plants.
Let some or all of your yard to go native. This provides habitat for wildlife AND saves on mowing.
For many more ideas check out https://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/gardening-techniques/
sustainable-gardening-zm0z11zsto

Off the Common Coffeehouse
Located in the Upper Parish Hall at First Parish Church
50 School Street, Bridgewater

Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 7:30pm
Potluck dinner at 6:30pm

featuring

Chris & Meredith Thompson
2018-19 Calendar
10/6/18 - Cosy Sheridan with Charlie Koch
11/3/18 - Cliff Eberhardt with Louise Mosrie opening
12/1/18 - Greg Greenway
1/5/19 - Cold Chocolate
2/2/18 - The Boxcar Lilies with Ric Allendorf opening
3/2/19 - Emily Mure and The Whispering Tree (split bill)
4/6/19 - Caroline Cotter and Emilia Dahlin (split bill)
5/4/19 - Grace Morrison

Admission: $15
Enjoy our homemade
Refreshments
Sign up for open mike!

REPORT DEADLINE Monday, May 7, 2018 is the last day for all committee chairs to
submit their reports for the ANNUAL MEETING to be held on 6/3/18.
Send to firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com

NO EXCEPTIONS!
Thank you in advance for adhering to this deadline.

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES
Monday, April 30 at 8:30 am May lunches for MainSpring House Homeless Shelter will be prepared in the
LPH. Donations and volunteers are always welcome. Speak with Betty Gilson for more information.

FIRST PRINCIPLE PROJECT
Thursday, May 3 at 7pm at the church the First Principle Project will meet. Among other topics, we will discuss plans concerning having a Black Lives Matter banner at the church. Rev. Tedesco will report on the
meeting she is attending at BSU regarding how to present these plans to the congregation. We will also
hear about the latest ideas for the Read to Me, Father program at Old Colony Correctional Center.

CARING COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, May 21 at 7pm the Caring Committee will meet at the church. If you know of any joys or concerns
that the committee should be addressing, please speak with a committee member.
Debbie Baumgarten, Betty Gilson, Mary Hatfield, Louella Mann, Jan Thompson, Korin Zigler

BLACK LIVES MATTER FILM SERIES
Tuesday, May 22 at 7pm at First Parish Church the Social Justice Committee and First Principle Project of First Parish and the Bridgewater Citizens for Civility and Respect will present the film
I Am Not Your Negro. Using the unfinished manuscript of African-American writer and intellectual James Baldwin, this documentary from director Raoul Peck delves into the legacy of Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Medgar Evers, and explores their impact on
what it means to be black in America.

T”UU”RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB
Friday, May 25 at 7pm the Book Club will meet to discuss The Soul of Black Folk by W. E. B. Dubois. This is a
seminal work in African American literature and an American classic. In this work Du Bois proposes that "the
problem of the Twentieth Century is the problem of the color-line." His concepts of life behind the veil of
race and the resulting "double-consciousness, this sense of always looking at one's self through the eyes of
others," have become touchstones for thinking about race in America. In addition to these enduring concepts, Souls offers an assessment of the progress of the race, the obstacles to that progress, and the possibilities for future progress as the nation entered the twentieth century.

GRADUATES IN THE FIRST PARISH FAMILY
We would all like to hear news about any high school and college graduates in the First
Parish family. Please send a message to Jamie at the church office to be included in
the June Bridging; and also to Betty Gilson for recognition from the Caring Committee
at gillyflower@verizon.net.

Dual BSU Graduation Parking Fundraiser
Once again, BSU is having two graduation ceremonies on Saturday, May 12. First Parish will
hold its Parking Fundraiser but we need your help! Volunteers are needed to collect money
and direct cars to available parking.
Please contact Tom St. Thomas, 508-697-8637 or
street8637@yahoo.com or Frank Yeatman, 508-279-3955 or
fryleen@verizon.net.
There is a 9am and a 3pm commencement ceremony…

DOUBLE CEREMONY = DOUBLE VOLUNTEERS
Please help out if you can.
SAVE YOUR METAL FOR FIRST PARISH’S

Ninth Annual FREE Metal Recycling Event
Saturday, May 5
9am - noon
First Parish Church Unitarian Universalist, 50 School Street, Bridgewater
Co-sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee and Bridgewater Recycling, Inc.
Bring your scrap metal to our annual metal recycling event! All types of metal, including stoves, pipes,
file cabinets, bikes, shelving, and grills will be accepted. Please do not include items containing Freon, gas, propane, glass, etc.*

Volunteers are needed to help move the metal during the drive. Please contact Debbie Baumgarten
(catsmeow908@verizon.net or 774-240-1307) to volunteer or to arrange to leave your metal at church before the
day of the event. Let’s make this year’s drive a big success!! Spread the word to your family, friends, and coworkers. See you there!!
* A complete list of prohibited items is posted on the First Parish website or call Debbie with any questions.

Helping the Hungry
Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for the local food pantry. We
invite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged foods on the first
Sunday of each month. A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the piano, to receive the
items, which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our local food pantry.

Feeding the Homeless
Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton.
We gather on the first Monday* of each month at 9 a.m. in the lower parish hall to prepare and
wrap 100 bag lunches, which are then brought to the shelter by one or two of our volunteers.
You can help in many ways, including joining us at the above gatherings, donating baked goods,
other food items, and paper goods as needed, taking home some of the fixings and preparing parts of
the lunches (such as tuna or egg salad) at home for the volunteers to assemble at the church, or
simply donating money toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100 per month for 50 lunches.
Please contact Betty Gilson (774-226-0942) for further information, or just drop by that morning to help.
*The lunches are prepared on Mondays to be eaten on the first Tuesday of each month. If the first Tuesday falls

on the first day of the month, the lunches are made on the final Monday of the previous month.

MAY 2018 CALENDAR
Thursday, May 3
7pm First Principle Project Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 5
9am Annual Metal Recycling at First Parish
7:30pm Off the Common Coffeehouse
Sunday, May 6
10:30am Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “The Wildest Idea’
Monday, May 7
8:45am MainSpring House lunches prep at FP
7pm Committee Council Meeting in the UPH
7:30pm Facilities Committee meeting
COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS DUE FOR ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, May 10
BSU Graduation Parking Fundraiser
Friday, May 11
Improv Night in the UPH
Saturday, May 12
BSU Graduation Parking Fundraiser
Sunday, May 13
9am Choir rehearsal
10:30am Mother’s Day Worship with The Male Bonding Band, “Songs My Mother Sang to Me”
Monday, May 14
1pm Green Sanctuary Committee will meet at Janet Dye’s
Wednesday, May 16
7pm Science & Religion Discussion Group will meet in the Hive
Thursday, May 17
6pm Worship Committee meeting
Saturday, May 19
6pm Annual Goods & Services Auction
Sunday, May 20
9am Choir rehearsal
10:30am Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Disciplined Creativity”
July 4th Planning Meeting at First Parish (after service)
12pm Pre-Annual Meeting Meeting at First Parish
First Parish Church
1pm First Parish Players
Monday, May 21
Unitarian Universalist
7pm Caring Committee will meet at the church
50 School Street
Bridgewater, MA 02324
Tuesday, May 22
508-697-2525
7pm “I Am Not Your Negro” movie showing in the UPH
www.firstparishbridgewater.org
Thursday, May 24
firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com
firstparishbridgewater.blogspot.com
7pm Parish Committee meeting
Friday, May 25
7pm T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet at First Parish
Sunday, May 27
10:30am Worship with the Parish Committee, “Covenant & Creativity”

