SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MINUTES APRIL 4, 2019

A meeting of the First Parish Social Justice Committee was held April 4 at the church. Present
were: Sonia D’Alarcao, A. J. Derby, Janet Dye, Joanna Elsmore, Betty Gilson, Laurie Lessner, Rev.
Paul Sprecher and Rev. Rachel Tedesco. The following issues were discussed and decided.

The bank balance is $3,669.83 of which $903.73 is for Read to Me, Father.

Betty explained the upcoming program on Somos Children’s Village. It will be on Mon., April 22,
a supper at 6:00 followed at 7:00 by a presentation by founders Heather Knox and Greg Kemp.
They will talk about the work on education and nutrition with impoverished Mayan children in
the highlands of Guatemala. Rotary of the Bridgewaters will be co-sponsors. Several SIC people
and Rotary members have volunteered to help in various ways. It was pointed out that the flyer
needed an addition to indicate it is a fundraiser. Betty will add a line to the flyers stating
“Fundraiser Donations gratefully appreciated”

The next BLM film is Birth of a Nation (2016) on Tues., April 23 at 7:00 pm at First Parish. Betty
is not able to order it as a DVD from Amazon. Sonia suggested asking Ben Carson about it since
he showed it at OCCC. If he does not have it, Betty will check with David Wilson about
streaming it. The May 28 film is Dear White People. The group was able to show Betty which
version to order. We discussed continuing the series next year and the group was in favor of the
third series. Janet will check with BCCR about their continuing to co-sponsor.

Laurie spoke with us regarding the minister’s evaluation, but also participated in much of the
meeting.

Betty announced that the spring function with the BSU Pride group will be on Mon., April 29 at
12:30 at First Parish. This will be a light lunch and the game Apples to Apples. The students have
requested that we all gather around one large table for the discussion.

Rachel suggested that we invite Rev. Alicia Velez Stewart from the Bridgewater United
Methodist Church to join us for this event. Betty will extend the invitation.

Rev. Rachel showed us a preliminary edition of the Social Services Pamphlet she is working on.
She has created a trifold and will continue adding information. Rev. Paul said it can continue to
be updated by the clergy group with which he is working.

After a lengthy discussion about plans for the Renewal of the Welcoming Congregation, we
decided that it should be organized by a separate branch of the SIC. Paul has posted on
Facebook McKayla’s reflections on the article in the UU World that caused harm to the UU
trans community, suggestions for how cis UUs can be in solidarity with trans UUs, and their
support of First Parish proceeding with Welcoming Congregation renewal.

As suggested by the UUA, the Parish Committee will be committed to promote the 5 Practices
each year with 2 services and do modules of activities to get the congregation up to speed.



Sonia will act as the SJC liaison for the new branch and invite Vernon Domingo to be a member.
Rev. Paul will speak with James Hayes-Bohanan and Juanita Brunelle about being members.
Rev. Paul showed us stickers that can be put on our name tags to show our preferred pronouns.
Jamie will print them up for us to use.

Rev. Rachel reported on her activities.

Posting a bail for Mass. Bail Fund the next day

Joined Bridgewater Citizens for Civility and Respect

Supporting Brockton United, a coalition of the Coalition for Social Justice and the Brockton
Interfaith Community in the work of protecting immigrants

Attending UU Mass Action Advocacy Day April 9 with Eileen Hiney

Joined Ray Mack at Brockton Court House in support of Lola Jean-Baptiste, victim of racist
attack at Brockton Market Basket

Rachel and Betty reported on meetings with Cleonie Mainvielle in regard to her concern for
Diversity and Inclusion programs in the Bridgewater schools. We have hosted 2 meetings for
her at the church. Betty invited Kelly Brotzman, director of the BSU Martin Richard Institute for
Social Justice to participate. Cleonie is looking for support in encouraging programs in the
Schools after her son was called the “N” word at school. She has created a Facebook page
called D.I.C.E. (Diversity & Inclusion Community Empowerment).

Sonia addressed our next programs relating to White Supremacy. She had heard a special
keynote speaker Kellie Carter-Jackson at a Women’s Leadership Summit on Diversity, Inclusion
and Equity. She has purchased her book Force and Freedom: Black Abolitionists and the Politics
of Violence and wondered about having her as a speaker. Another idea was Cheryl Harris. We
will consider these for the future.

Rev Paul suggested for now watching shows of a comedian W. Kamau Bell who speaks about
racism in a disarming way. Janet and Rachel were both going to see him at the Zeiterion
Theater. Paul will plan to show one of Bell’s programs after morning worship programs on May
5and June 2.

The next SJC meeting is Thurs., May 2 at 7:00 pm at church.



